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Diftance of two hundred Miles from the Metropolis, will 

undoubtedly be thought a Literary Phenomenon: But the 
County and City of York have of late made themfelves of fuch 
National Confequence, that it -is humbly prefumed a Paper, writ- 
ten profeffedly to explain and juittify their Proceedings, may, for a 
Month or two at leaft, circulate-fo far into the neighbouring Coun- 
ties as to defray the Expence.of Paper and Print, and perhaps of 


A PERIODICAL Efiayift, printing his Lucubrations at the 


Advertifements.too, which latter, Article, on.confulting-my Printer; ~- 


I find will be likely.to hang a dead Weight on this my public- 
* {pirited Undertaking, and in a very little Time contract the fmal! 
Sphere of my Adiivity. Should this be the Cafe, my Fellow Free- 
holders! fhould you, from this unavoidable Expence of advertifing, 
be {peedily debarred-of the Pleafure and Profit that might accrue ‘to 
you from the Continuance of this Paper, you have to thank your 
Rulers above, who, if they cannot abolifh the Liberty of the Prefs, 
have been long refolved to make it pay as dear-for its Liberty as 
they can. | | 7 
So much by Way of Introduction, which, though very thor, 
and indeed a great deal fhorter.than I at firft intended, is ali‘ can at 
refent allow myfelf to fay. It was my Purpofe, ia Conformity with 
the laudable Practice of weekly Writers, trom Ifaac Bickerftaff, Au- 
thor of the Tatler, to Adam Fitz-Adam, Author of the World, to 
have fet out with fome Account of mylelf, my Life and Opinions ; 
and I intended to have formed this:firft Number, as nearly as I could; 
on the Model of my-departed Countryman, Triftram Shandy, or ra- 
ther on that of my living Countryman, Leonard Smelt, who, at the 
fame Time.that his Principles.are perfectly Shandean, (as I hall per- 
haps prove in fome future Paper).in his Style and Manner is certainly 
more eafy to be imitated: But for thefe agreeable Egoti{ms my 
Reader muft patiently wait till I have difcufied a Subject that, to 
me, appears at prefent even of more Importance than Mr. Smelt or 
A myfelf, 
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myfelf. It is a laudable Attempt to remove from the Minds of 
many of his Majefty’s Liege Subjects certain ftrange Apprehenfions, 
which I am credibly informed the Word AssociATIoNn, as it ap- 
pears in the fecond Refolution of the County Meeting, has raifed in 
their Pericrania; a Word to which they give a hoftile, if not even 
a rebellious Signification. | a ao : 7 

To prepare myfelf duly by a Courfe of proper previous Reading, 
as every Author fhould on fuch an Occafion, I confulted, before I 
fet. my Pen to this Paper, the elaborate Englith Dictionary of Mr. 
Penfioner Johnfon, in order to find out his Interpretation of the 
Term in Queftion; and I the rather applied myfelf to this the Foun- 
tain- Head of duterpretative Lexicography*, becaufe I had Reafon to 
think there was a Time. when this profound Etymologift would 
pick a Quarrel with it, and treat it with as much ill Manners as he 
did the Word Pexfion, and tome others too well known to require 
Infertion. Of this particular Time { thall have Occafion to {peak 
before I conclude this Paper. Let me now recur to the Subjeé& of my 
Enquiry. The*Word Association, then, I found to be explained 
by Dr. Johnfon by the following Terms, and by thefe only, viz. 
Union, Conjunction, Society, Confederacy, Partnerfhip, Conneétion, 
and Appofition {i.¢. Union of Matter, in the philofophical Senfe of 
the Term). . Now, amongit ail thefe fynonymous or explanatory 
Expreflions, I could not find one that was not as innocent in its 
Meaning as a new-born Babe. The Word Confederacy, indeed, 
feemed.to..be fomething a little more ftrong ‘than the reft: But my 
Doubts quickly vanifhed, when I[ recojlected that this Term had 
been ufed by Sir fohn Vanburgh, asa Title to one of his Comedies, 
the Plot of which was, if I remember right, only a little harmlets 
Affoctation of a few City Wives to cuckold their poor Hufbands. I 
will therefore reft with all Confidence on the Authority of Dr. John- 
fon, and declare the Word, as a Word, to be as harmlefs a Word as any 
in our Language, and no more to be {ufpected of any traiterous in- 
tention or Meaning than its twin Sifter Society, which the {aid ir- 
refragable Doctor defines to be the Union of many in one common In- 
tereft. He, therefore, who objects tothe Meafure intended, on Ac- 
count of the Word ufed, may, with full as good Reaton, object to any 
Coalition of Men whatever; to any Friendly, Uxion, Amicable, 
or even Religious Society inftitated in the Kingdom, L will not ex- 
cept even the Society for the Propagation of the Gofpel in foreiga 
Parts ; which Society, from its late political Manceuvre of collecting 
a Contribution from all the Parifh Churches in the Kingdom for a 
charitable Purpofe, towards which a Sum of 60,0001. had juft be- 
fore been granted by Parliament, was, by a grave Clergyman of my 
Acquaiatance, called an Afociation to pick the Pockets of all the 
fimple-minded Chriftians in the Nation, . 





# See the Preface to his Dictionary, Fol, Edit.» Ly 
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Having thus, I think, fcoured the Word itfelf quite clean from 
the Filth which the declared Enemies, or falfe Friends, of the Per- 
fons who ufed it have attempted to throw upon it, I fhall further vin- 
dicate it, by giving a fhort Sketch of two Compacts, or Agree-~ 
aments, entered into by particular Bodies of Men at differentTimes, 
and on different Occafions, in Yorkthire, which were furely of no un- 
-conttitutional Tendency. | 

The firt is the very memorable Sfociation in the Year 745, 
in which the greateft Part of the Freeholders in this County, with 
an Archbifhop at their Head, affoctated themfelves againft a Set of 
their Fellow Subjects, “who were then endeavouring to bring in a 
Popifh Fugitive, and to fettle him, ‘by Blood and Devaftation, on 
the Ruins of f all Law-and all Liberty, upon the Throne of thefe King- 
doms.” kt is true that an 4fociation, fimilar to this, in the County 
‘of Middlefex, was at the very Time declared to be illegal by Sir 
‘John Philips, (afterwards made a Privy Counfellor ‘by his prefent 
‘Majefty) and prefented as fuch at’ the Quarter Seffions and to this 
Affociation it has even been reported a greater Lawyer than himfelf 

was fo far averfe, that he did not chufe to fet his Name to it till the 
Retreat from Derby made that Signature of little Confequence, 
However this be, I hardly believe that, fince Sir John’ s Death, there 
canbe found any Perfon, except. Dr. Shebbeare, who obtained a Pen- 
fion from the fame gracious Quarter, through Sir John’s ‘Mediation, 
and the aforefaid Mr. Penfioner Johnfon, who will be 4o0/d enough to 
affert the Illegality of that Procedure. 

"Tis true, and it would be uncandid to conceal it, that the Yoré- 
Shire Affociation in 174.5 had an Honour, which the intended Afto- 
“ciation in 1780, muft, it is to be feared, not hope for. It had an 


Archbifhop at its Head; but whether this be cential to the Les . 


‘gality of every AtGuteine: I am not Lawyer enough to determine. 
The fecond is an Union of Men at prefent congregated together in 
this very City. I will not call them an A/foctation, becaufe they have 
not adopted that identical Term; but they have a@ed by a Commit- 
tee, and have even fet on Foot an actual Contribution, or Subf{cription, 
to fupport their Meatures, which is going a great Step farther than the 
County Committee will have gone, even if the Plan of 4//oczation they 
are appointed to prepare fhould meet with the Approbation and Sig- 
nature of their Fellow Freeholders. This federate Union of very re- 
fpectable Gentlemen, in which I am fure Dr. Alexander Hunter, 
drephian Croft and Jerom Dring, Efgrs. will pardon me if I mention 
them perionaliy, have attempted to abolifh an unconftitutional Mono- 
poly of Fifth, which had long obtained in this antient City, and for 
this laudable Purpofe have gone fofar as to fet up a Competitor to 
Mrs. Wetherhill, the Monopolift, in the Perfon of the famous Paten- 
tee Fifh-Catcher, Mr. William Cobb of Scarbrough. Now, will any 
Perfon venture to tell me, that either Dr. Hunter, or the Gentlemen 
in Union with him, or even that Mr. William Cobb himfelf ever 
A 2 meant, 
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meant, or even now mean, to make an Affault either on the Perfon 
or Fifh-Shop of Mrs. Wetherhill Vi & Armis? The Suppofition is 
impoflible. No; thefe public-fpirited Gentlemen only endeavour 
to take effectual Meafures that the grofs Abufe the puts upon them, 
by felling her Fifh at an extravagant Price, may be corrected; that her 
exorbitant Emoluments may be reduced; that all fnecure Fith Stalls in 
Fofigate may be abolifbed and refcinded, and one efficient Stall in Thurf- 
day-Market be erected, which fhall have the Merzt of {felling Fith 
cheaper than Mrs. Wetherhill, and to appropriate the Produce of 
fuch Stall (at an equitable Price) to the Necefity of their own Ta- 
bles, in.fuch Manner as to their Wives or Houfe-Keepers /hail feem 
meet. ‘This, I fay, is the true Conftitutional Meaning of their 4/- 
fociation; and were.it any other, I am certain that Mrs. Wetherhill 
long ago would have gone to my Lord Mayor, and have {worn the 
Peace againft them. 

Iam well aware that this laft Inftance (though a more truly 
parallel one cannot well be imagined) will, from the Mention of 
Fifth and Fifh-Stalls, be confidered as ludicrous, and will confe- 
quently lead my more folemn Readers to think, -that what is grave 
I mean to turn to Farce. I will own to them.freely, that I do with 
to put the Obje@tion to the Term in the moft ridiculous Light I 
can, becaufe I think it the moft frivolous Objection that can be 
conceived; but as to the Intention of the A/a zation itfelf, I will 
be as ferious.as they would wifh me to be, and fhall therefore.em- 
ploy the Remainder of this Paper in vindicating the Refolution of 
the Meeting, in which this offenfive Term has been employed. 

This Refolution fays exprefsly, ‘* Refolved, That a Committee be 
appointed to prepare a Plan of an Affociation, on legal and contti- 
tutional Grounds, to.fupport that laudable Reform, and fuch other 
Meafures as may conduce to reftore the Freedom of Parliament.” 
Now, after firft obferving :that.they who have figned the Petition 
hhave by no Means bound themfelves to adopt this Refolution, I wili 
examine every Portion of the Sentence minutely. 

Firft, It refolves that-tche Committee fhall prepare an Affociation. 

What is the Committee here empowered to do? Nothing but 
to prepare an Afifociation, juft.as another Committee in the Begin- 
ning of the Bufinefs was appointed to amend and explain the Pe- 
tition. It leaves every Body who figned that Petition to rejeét or 
admit the Affociation .as they .fhall find the Terms and Meaning 
ef it confiftent, or otherwife, with their private Judgment. No 
Body is obliged to be. an Afflociator, becaufe he was before a Peti- 
.tioner, Such a Tory Reftraint is not, cannot.be.meant by a Set 
of free and independent Whigs. I ufe.thefe Terms, becauife Mr. 
Smelt, in his late extraordinary Speech, brought them fo injudici- 
oufly on the Tapis. But, 

Secondly, The Plan of Affociation is to be formed on legal and 
_conftitutional Grounds. If all Affociations be, 76/6 Faéfo, illegal, 
then 
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then the Committee are here ordered to do an Impoffibility, and 
their Attempt will be impracticable; but, if not, the Adjectives 
_fegal and confiitutional, though perhaps, in fome Degree, Terms 
which may admit of Difpute, yet, furely, guard+the Meafure fuffi- 
ciently againt the imputation of Force of Arms and Military Ex- 
ertions to be adopted in its Support. | 
Thirdly, The firft and immediate Object of the intended Afocca~ 
ton is {pecifically defined ; it is ** to f{upport that laudable Reform in 
the Civil Lift,” whichis the Prayer of the Petition, together with 
~ fuch other Meafures as may conduce to reftore the Freedom of 
Parliament.” Thefe Meafures, it is true, are ‘not {pecified, but 
certain Refolutions read at the previous Meeting, and fince publith- 
ed in the News Papers, fufficientlyexplain thefe to any unprejudi- 
ced Mind; and #f all or any of thefe fhould feem uncontftitutional, 
Hl-timed, or abfolutely improper to any-individual Freeholder, after 
the Affociation is prepared, and laid before the Public at the next 
general Meeting, I fay-(as I faid-before) .fuch Freeholder is at full 
Liberty to withhold his Signature. This, furely, is enough to fay 
in Defence of the Refolution, in order to fatisfy any ingenuous Mind. 
But Iam well aware that, to a certain Clafs of Men, a Folio would 
be too little. Had the Word ENGAGEMENT been ufed inftead of 
AssoctaTion, they would have faid it meant a folemn League and 
Covenant, like that in-the Time of Charles I. and thus would they 
have interpreted every Word in the Language capable of a ‘bad as 
well as a good Meaning. In one Word, it is the With of thefe 
Men, as they could not filence the Petition, to deftroy its Effect. 
‘They with it the Fate of all our former Petitions and Remontftrances. 
A Fate which it muft ‘undoubtedly meet with, unlefs it ‘receive 
that farther Support which an 4fociation only can give it; A /arge 
Affociation of independent Freeholders, who thall ftipulate to ‘refufe 


their Votes to every Member of the prefent Parliament who does 


not ftrenuoufly promote the Succefs of this Petition, and who hall 
pledge theméelves {till farther to-feek Redrefs m a' pacific conftitu- 
tional Way, of fuch other Grievances as can only be effeually 
redrefled after the Prayer of this Petition is obtained. 

Having ufed the Word RemonstrRAnce, I will juft beg Leave 
‘to obferve, that this was, a few Years ago, as great a Bugbear as the 
Term I have been defending. It has, however, been found, by no 
very pleafing Experience, not to have been then employed with any 
Effect whatever. The Reafon of this is not very far to feek; it 
was becaufe it was not repeated by a fpirited Set of Men wfociating 
themfelves to repeat it till it was heard. A fecond, a third, or a 
fourth Remonftrance, might have obtained what a fingle one failed 
to do; at leaft would have fhewn the Remonttrants to have been 
in Earneft: And when a refpectable Body of Men thew themfelves 
to be really fo, it is then, and then-only, that they become formi- 
dable to their Oppofers: But me become more than this, they be- 

come 
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come ufeful to their Friends, and to the Public Welfare in general : 
They are look’d up to with Refpect by the lower Degree of Citizens 
and the Bulk of the People, who, finding Reafon to truft in their 
approved Integrity and confiitent Refolution, will not eafily be led 
away by any upftart factious Demagogue, nor with to redrefs the 
Grievances they feel by their own Vivlence and Outrage, when 
they can ‘reafonably expect to have them peaceably rectified by the 
temperate, yet firm and continued Exertions of a Set of free and 
independent Gentlemen ; whofe Influence, let it ever be remem- 
bered, will increafe in Proportion as the Importance and Duration 
of their Operations increale, No Man can gain the fettled Con- 
fidence and good Opinionot his Countrymen in a Moment, though, 
like our late.courtly Orator, in a Moment he may lofe them. No 
Man that has appeared for a certain Space of Time to promote the 
Public Good by. an uniform Series of well-meant and. difinterefted 
Aétions, but will in the End obtain that Eiteem and honeft Popu- 
larity, of which even Kings may envy him the Poffefiien. 


ap Any Letter direéted to LANCE Lor LAcKRENT, Eq; fo be left 
at the Printing-Office in Coney-fireet, York, Carriage or Pop 

paid, will be duly attended to. | 

yA silt 2) ! 8. 


Yorx: Printed by A. Warn, Price Tworence. 





